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Athlone Institute of Technology
ON THE USE OF CALCULATORS
This memo provides information on the use of calculators for those engaged in examinations organized and governed by Athlone Institute of Technology.  The use of scientific, non-programmable calculators is allowed in the examinations for all appropriate subjects.  In light of ongoing advances in calculator technology, this memo provides clarity concerning the features that are permissible in calculators for use in examinations within Athlone Institute of Technology.  
ATHLONE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

PROCEDURES FOR USE OF CALCULATORS IN EXAMINATION HALLS
Subject to the following conditions, the use of calculators is allowed in examinations under the auspices of Athlone Institute of Technology unless otherwise stated in the exam paper instructions.  The following conditions apply:

1. The institute will not be responsible for the supply of calculators or batteries to candidates.  The candidate must ensure that their calculator is in good working order.

2. Calculators must be silent and must not require the use of mains electricity supply.

3. Calculators may not be borrowed from other candidates during the examination.

4. Programmable calculators are prohibited.  The term ‘programmable’ includes any calculator that is capable of storing a sequence of keystrokes that can be retrieved after the calculator is turned off or powers itself off.  Note that the capacity to recall, edit, and replay previously executed calculations does not render a calculator programmable, provided that this replay memory is automatically cleared when the calculator is powered off.  Also, the facility to store numbers in one or more memory locations does not render a calculator programmable.  The onus is on the candidate to establish that the calculator is not programmable.
5. Calculators with any of the following mathematical features are prohibited:

· Graph plotting

· Equation solving

· Symbolic algebraic manipulation

· Numerical integration

· Numerical differentiation

· Matrix calculators

6. Calculators with any of the following general features are prohibited:

· Data banks

· Dictionaries

· Language translators

· Text retrieval

· Capability of remote communication


Please note that the use of dictionaries in examinations is covered by a 
separate instruction.  Please refer to same for further information.

7. Candidates must indicate on their answer booklets the make and model of any calculator(s) used in the examination.

8. Candidates are not allowed to take an instruction manual into the examination hall.  This includes instructions printed on the cover of the calculator.  Any instructions printed on a casing that cannot be removed from the calculator must be securely covered.

9. Candidates may not turn on their calculators until the examination begins.

10. This rule does not allow a candidate to bring into the examination centre any device that would be otherwise prohibited.  In particular mobile phones, electronic organisers, or similar devices are not permitted under any circumstances.
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